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Children details
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Number of children under 16 years old

Please complete the below table:

Date of birth aluoll &yl Name

Gender (udall
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Please specify y=ill a

Please specify yaill o»

Please specify ua=ill s

Note: In accordance with the law, both parents have a right to
joint custody of the children upon divorce. If you wish to contest
this, you will need to fill in the ‘child custody application form’.

See Article 9 and 10 of Law 14 of 2021.
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Summary of judgment

What are you seeking from the court?

Divorce judgment number
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Object to the other parent having joint custody

|| Legal custody
(decision-making responsibility on behalf of the child)

|| Physical custody
(living with the child)
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Object to the other parent having joint custody
for the following reasons:

]

]

Risk of domestic abuse/maltreatment

The respondent’s mental heath issues

The child’s wish (minimum age 12 years)

The respondent has insufficient time
to look after the child

The respondent’s drugs, alcohol or substance abuse

Health issues related to the other parent affecting
his parental duties

Risk of child abduction

Inadequate living arrangements provided by
the other parent

The child requires specialist medical attention and the
other parent is not able to meet these needs

Other reasons

The below section should be completed by

the applicant or their representative

Applicant’s full name

Name of applicant’s solicitor firm (if applicable)

Address of solicitor’s firm (if applicable)
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Relevant Laws

Law No. 14 of 2021
concerning Civil Marriage and its Effects
in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi

Article (9): Shared Custody

1. Custody of children is a joint and equal right and
responsibility for both the father and mother after the
divorce. In order to preserve the psychological health of
the child and reduce the effects of divorce on the child, the
child has the right to enjoy the care of his parents without
one parent taking over the other’s rights and duties.

2. The custody of children requires the joint participation
of the father and mother together with responsibility of
raising the children after the divorce, unless one of them
makes a request to the court in writing to waive his/her
custody right, or submits a request to the court to dismiss
the other party from the joint custody and to waive his/
her right to custody for any reason accepted by the court,
such as disadvantages of eligibility or the danger of the
person participating in the custody or the failure of the
joint custodian in performing his/her duties.

Article (10): Disputes arising from joint custody

In the event of disagreement between the father and the
mother in any matter related to the joint custody, either
of them can ask the court to intervene whether to object
to a certain action or to decide on the disputed matter by
submitting the relevant form.

Should a dispute arise in relation to joint custody, the
court has the judicial discretion to decide the appropriate
arrangements, with the primary consideration being the best
interests of the child.

Article (16): Equality between Males and Females

in Rights and Obligations

4. Joint Custody: the mother and the father shall have equal
rights regarding the joint custody of the child until the latter

reaches the age of 16, whereupon the child shall have
freedom of choice.
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